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“absent interfaces” 

Bodies and Technologies


15-25 September 2008

40 artists from 9 countries for 10 days, 

will conduct research, produce and present their work to the audience
together with professionals, young artists and students from Turkey’s performing arts scene, within the framework of boDig 08.

absent interfaces / Bodies and Technologies

During September 15-25, boDig (www.bodig.org) is organizing a series of events which brings together around the theme of “Bodies and Technologies”, performing arts and new media technologies.  These series of events “absent interfaces”, organized in collaboration with  Istanbul Bilgi University Performing Arts Department, aims to open to discussion the technological tools and their application in the post-digital era by focusing on the relationship between body and its technologies. 

In the “absent interfaces” project boDig, by using the term “absent” in the relationship of body to interface, suggests a critical and reflective approach to the perception and use of “interface” in the live arts.  

The series of events, with the participation of 40 artists from Turkey, France, Italy, Holland, Spain, Portugal, Croatia, Norway and Austria, is organized in order to encourage the young potential of artists in Turkey and reveal to them different approaches to production by exploring the new trends in the world at the intersection of performing arts and new technologies.

 The events include stage performances, sound performances, workshops, artist labs, exhibitions, film screenings and public presentations.

Bodies and technologies under the lens 

The interdisciplinary lab included in the program aims to create an Istanbul centered platform where exchange of ideas and know-how on the axis of creation process, and cultural diversity are enabled by bringing together international professional artists with Turkish artists. The lab, in which international and local artists such as Scott deLahunta, Daniel Aschwanden, Peter Stamer, Heine Rosdal Avdal, Mustafa Kaplan, Zeynep Günsür, Vahit Tuna, and Damla Hacaloğlu participate, will also have a public presentation. 
Workshops for groups of all levels 

There will also be three workshops, each of them targeting artists of different levels; professionals, young artists and students. Among the workshops which will take place in Istanbul Bilgi University santralistanbul Campus dance studios, Armando Menicacci, the director of Paris 8 University Dance Department’s Mediadanse Laboratory and the d-flesh group, will conduct a workshop with 6 Turkish contemporary choreographers including Tuğçe Tuna, Berrak Yedek, İlyas Odman and Ayrin Ersöz. The  Konic group from Barcelona will operate an interdisciplinary  workshop which integrates installation, performance, movement, word, video, sound and digital data management research with performing arts students. The students participating in the workshop will explore once more the limits of creativity. Artists from the Croatian group BADco which performed in Istanbul at the 16th International Istanbul Theatre Festival will lead a dramaturgical workshop on works in process in Turkey on a one to one basis with the participating artists. Thus it will enable new and fresh approaches to the theoretical problematics in contemporary arts. 

New performances in new stages 
The performances included in the program each more intriguing than the other, aim to indicate new perspectives for the artists and students who work within or are interested in the intersection of the live arts and new media technologies. Among the performances, which will take place in Theatre Maan recently opened at Süzer Plaza, Talimhane Theatre and Garajistanbul, Andrea Bozic, will lure the audience into different experiences in his performance of Still Life with Man & Woman (included in the program of boDig 08 in collaboration with iDANS - 2nd Istanbul International Contemporary Dance Festival’s preview-) where the perceptions of time and space are being stretched.  Konic thtr in their performance titled CherryBone investigates the relationships of space, human body in space and the audience by means of food. d-flesh in their performance Underscore will carry the audience beyond classical ways of viewing, and introduce them to a new improvisation method by the help of a computer program specially developed by Armando Menicacci and Christian Delecluse. The new performance by boDig Knot Theory, for which the artists had a residency at L’animal a l’esquena in Gerona, will be staged in Turkey for the first time. Beliz Demircioğlu Cihandide and Güneş Çağlar dance in this performance where images of cutting-up and stitching from a real surgery and the interaction of two people on the stage, can be read together. In another performance Swap, an interactive one from Portugal, the performance of the dancer Joao Costa will be interpreted visually by the live editing of Rudolfo Quintas and Tiago Dionisio on the computer and thus the body’s energy will gain visibility. 
‘Listen to the sound of fire’ 
Rudolfo Quintas from Portugal invites the audience with lighters and matches to the interactive sound performance Burning the Sound. He transforms the body movement of primitive rituals into a computer supported sound performance. Another performance belongs to the Reni and Jogi Hoffmueller couple from Austria. They will astonish the audience in their performance where they use Singer sewing machines. Tolga Tüzün, from Turkey creates a sound environment with his live performance on the computer. The club-event will take place on Thursday September 18th  at Studio Live.    
A new approach to Exhibitions 

There is also an unusual exhibition in the  boDig 08’s program where works by Heine Rosdal Avdal, Konic, Daniel Ashwanden, Peter Stamer, Beliz Demircioğlu, Julia Willms, Ana Husman and Rudolfo Quintas will be exhibited. For one of the most interesting works in the exhibition, You are here’, Daniel Ashwanden and Peter Stamer will wonder around the streets of Istanbul as artist-tourists with a carton box on their heads and ask  people they encounter for the first time “Where am I, could you show me the way?”. They will invite the more courageous Istanbul-ers into the box and ask them to show their favorite and recommended places on the map of Istanbul. A performance presentation of this work is also included in the program. In the exhibition which also includes interactive works, the audience will experience anew the senses of touch, seeing and hearing by means of the relationship between bodies and technologies. 
Artworks chosen by the selection committee at the end of call for proposals will be included in the exhibition. The selection committee consists of  Dr. Bernhard Serexhe, the head curator of ZKM-Karlsruhe, Philippe Baudelot, the new media curator of  Monaco Dance Forum, Defne Ayas, PERFORMA’s curator, besides Derya Demir and Aylin Kalem from Turkey. 
“absent interfaces”, supported by ECF (European Cultural Foundation), Institut Français d’Istanbul, The Dutch Consulate, Austrian Cultural Office, Italian Cultural Centre in Istanbul, Utenriksdepartementet, Institut Ramon llull, iDANS and Art on Stage’ is being realized within the framework of “Absent Interfaces Lab” project of which boDig is a partner. The other partners are “l’animal a l’esquena” (www.lanimal.org) from Spain and “CDU- Center for Drama Art”  (www.cdu.hr) from Croatia.

Locations 
Istanbul Bilgi University santralistanbul Campus E-4 building, Theatre MAAN, Süzer Plaza EKAV Art Gallery, Talimhane Theatre, Hafriyat and Garajistanbul.
Contact: ayse@bodig.org / 0535 604 33 12 
